
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wednesday, May 20, 2020  

 

Dear APS and Community 

Social Distancing, Day 64 
Gradually, I see Ohioans getting used to reacclimating to the lives they had before mid-March and 
COVID-19. That adjustment remains the number one topic of discussion on social media and in the 
news. Perhaps, the more we discuss it, the more normal the rules will feel. For schools, we're talking 
about fall, and possible social distancing strategies for school buildings, at events and on school buses. 
The process of setting new limitations in motion to use as we venture out is a meticulous one. We are 
working on it every day. Keep washing your hands.   

Follow us on social media  
Facebook @akronpublicschools 
Twitter      @akronschools 
LinkedIn   linkedin.com/company/akron-public-schools 
 

Available Downloads 
• APS coronavirus and helpful hygiene tips poster 

o Arabic 
o Farsi 
o Karen 
o Mon 
o Nepali 
o Pashto 
o Spanish 
o Swahili 

• Cover your Cough 

• Wash your Hands 

• Sick = Stay Home 

• Bullying/harassment Complaint Form 

Government resources 
• Summit County Public Health 

• State of Ohio – Governor 

• State of Ohio Department of Education 

• Federal government 
 

Health information and other resources 
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) Updates 

• Ohio Department of Health Updates 

• Ohio Mental Health & Addiction Services: 
Managing Coronavirus-related Stress 

• World Health Organization Updates 

• Summit County ADM Board – Managing Stress 
and Anxiety Around Coronavirus 

• How to talk to your kids about coronavirus 

• ANIMATED VIDEO: What coronavirus does to 
the body  

• NAMI Support Group for Families 

• PBS learning resources 
 

 

Online registration for 2020-21 is open for new families/incoming kindergartners    
Families who are new to APS (including incoming kindergartners) may register their student(s) online 
through our website akronschools.com. Click here for step-by-step instructions. Questions? Call the 
Engagement Center at 330.761.2810.  

 
Online lessons/APS Connected Learning live/family resources available 
Students can access APS Connected Learning at  akronschools.com. Our family resource page has 
important dates, messages, learning tools and more. Call 330.761.2810 if you have questions. 
 

Student meal pick up for all children ages 1-18  
Most APS schools and Reach Opportunity Center Mon.-Thurs. from 9:30-11:30 a.m. Steve Wise Boys & 
Girls Club location at 889 Jonathan Ave., Akron, Mon.-Fri. from 12-1 p.m.  
 

UA free homework hotline 
Free online homework help for K-12 students is available Mon.-Fri. from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sign up here. 
 

APS Story Sharing at 3  
APS librarians are sharing stories for students of all ages every day at 3 p.m. Story Sharing at 3 is live 
every day and is recorded for viewing later. Click here to learn more and view past story recordings.  
 
 

Merkle’s Mental Health Moment: Finding resilience in challenging times 
Dr. Erich Merkle, Pupil Adjustment Program, Office of Special Education, Akron Public Schools 
Life may not come with a map, but everyone will experience twists and turns, from everyday challenges to 
traumatic events with more lasting impact, like the death of a loved one, a life-altering accident or a 
serious illness. Each change affects people differently, bringing a unique flood of thoughts, strong 
emotions and uncertainty. Yet people generally adapt well over time to life-changing situations and 
stressful situations — in part, thanks to resilience.  

• Building your resilience, courtesy of the American Psychological Association 
 

Summer meals for children 
Free meals will continue at APS locations through July for all children ages 1-18, regardless of the school 
they attend, Monday through Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.  "To go" bags for breakfast and lunch will be 
distributed, and extra meals will be given out on Thursday to cover Friday each week. Click here for the list 
of participating schools. In addition to the sites at APS schools, our partners at the city of Akron also 
sponsor a Summer Food Program at locations throughout the city. For more details on the city’s program, 
click here.   

 
Finding balance as Ohio starts its reopening 
Everyone, including APS families and staff, is trying to find a balance now that Ohio is reopening most of 
its businesses and lifts its stay-at-home order. Even if Ohio maintains strict social-distancing measures, 
there could be a 200-350% increase in person-to-person moving contact, according to Metro General 
Health. The trick is to keep that increase manageable. “We anticipate that as we relax these measures, 
we will have an uptick. But the uptick is not unanticipated,” said Dr. Michael Oglesbee, the director of 
the Ohio State University’s Infectious Disease Institute. “The issue is just making sure the uptick is one 
our healthcare systems can accommodate. And that’s been the goal all along.”   In a Cleveland.com  
article today, Oglesbee used the concept “balanced risk” to describe the complex nature of reopening 
Ohio. He told the news outlet that hospitals have enough bed capacity and resources to handle an 
increase of infections, but a skyrocketing number of cases could s till overwhelm the healthcare 
infrastructure. The goal is to strike the right balance.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/akronpublicschools/
https://twitter.com/akronschools
https://www.linkedin.com/company/akron-public-schools/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GJU31LnyrKaBDXmq6sdcFS2iTtLHMBft/view
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Arabic-APS-COVID-19_handout.pdf
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Farsi_APS-COVID-19_handout.pdf
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Karen-CORONA%20APS-COVID-19_handout%20(1).pdf
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Mon-APS-COVID-19_Mon.pdf
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Nepali-APS-COVID-19_handout%20final.pdf
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Pashto_APS-COVID-19_handout.pdf
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Spanish_APS-COVID-19_handout-TEST.pdf
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Spanish_APS-COVID-19_handout-TEST.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19kjqB47UrCIHOnXdZwsDS_rfg7KNI8P5/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iEwvUKwiF-354ZucNnLLumOrKNiVr-Ai/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QSj3VfYv-sjknbQyLl42S-pGx9svg1t1/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSebqreuG0Sa6WQZN4P9IHwd506K7jCyGDx509yAhxapwvoJSg/viewform
https://www.scph.org/
https://governor.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/governor/
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Coronavirus
https://www.usa.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/home
https://mha.ohio.gov/Portals/0/assets/HealthProfessionals/About%20MH%20and%20Addiction%20Treatment/Emergency%20Preparedness/managing-coronavirus-related%20stress.pdf?ver=2020-03-09-132341-957
https://mha.ohio.gov/Portals/0/assets/HealthProfessionals/About%20MH%20and%20Addiction%20Treatment/Emergency%20Preparedness/managing-coronavirus-related%20stress.pdf?ver=2020-03-09-132341-957
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Corornavirus-ManagingStress-CG.pdf
https://akronschools.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_409079/File/COVID%20Uploads/Corornavirus-ManagingStress-CG.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/how-to-talk-to-your-kids-about-coronavirus
https://laughingsquid.com/what-coronavirus-does-to-human-body/
https://laughingsquid.com/what-coronavirus-does-to-human-body/
https://namisummit.org/meetings-schedules/meetings-2/https:/namisummit.org/meetings-schedules/meetings-2/
https://namisummit.org/meetings-schedules/meetings-2/https:/namisummit.org/meetings-schedules/meetings-2/
http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/
https://akronschools.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13l09k3Vi-343iASuCCrMh46-E-j4Ww7q/view
http://www.akronschools.com/
https://www.akronschools.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=409163&pageId=11798553
https://www.uakron.edu/education/homework/parents
https://sites.google.com/apslearns.org/aps-librarians-present/home
https://www.apa.org/topics/resilience
https://www.akronschools.com/programs/help_for_homeless_students___project_rise/summer_food_sites
https://www.akronschools.com/programs/help_for_homeless_students___project_rise/summer_food_sites
https://www.akronohio.gov/cms/site/b2925993d0b76da3/index.html
https://www.cleveland.com/coronavirus/2020/05/models-show-a-likely-rise-in-coronavirus-infections-as-ohio-reopens-the-trick-is-managing-the-risk-experts-say.html
https://www.cleveland.com/coronavirus/2020/05/models-show-a-likely-rise-in-coronavirus-infections-as-ohio-reopens-the-trick-is-managing-the-risk-experts-say.html

